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Qualifications are undoubtedly important. They open doors and as a result, inevitably much of what we do in school is focused on 

external examinations. At Pateõs we are however passionate about providing you with a much broader education; we hope that you 

will leave us as rounded individuals with a thirst for knowledge and a passion for life-long learning.

The activities in this booklet have been put together to suggest ways in which you can begin to explore individual subjects from new 

perspectives and in greater depth, going beyond the confines of exam specifications.

It is our aspiration that you will be stretched and challenged to think about more independent

methods of learning, often away from your teachers and the classroom. Not only will universities and future employers want to see 

evidence of this, but more importantly using this booklet will help you to begin to take control of your own learning.  Where do you 

want to go? What do you want to know more about?

Read it carefully, be inquisitive, ask questions and keep an open mind.  We trust that you will find this booklet useful.

Russel Ellicott Head Master

Broaden Your Horizons
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Å Saturday and Sunday broadsheet newspapers have an Art/Culture section ðwhy not have a read?

Å Magazines such as Art Review, Art Forum, Creative Review, Tate Etcmagazine and Printed Pages are all full of interesting artist 

references and articles.

Å Visit exhibitions ðMontpellier Gallery, Cheltenham Art Gallery, Arnolfini and RWA, Bristol, Pitt Rivers and Ashmolean Museums, 

Oxford, Brewery Arts, Cirencester, MOMA Oxford and Nature in Art, Sandhurst.

Å If possible, also visit London for the Tate Modern, Tate Britain, The Royal Academy and The Saatchi Gallery.

Å Attend workshops often held during the holidays at museums and galleries.

Å Watch relevant television programmes ðThe Culture Show, Channel 4 documentaries, Front Row on Radio 4, Portrait artist of 

the year, Sky Arts, Radio 5live Arts Club with Will Gompertz.

Å Art blogs ðincluding Itõs Nice That, Creative Review, mskaysartworld.weebly.com, booooooom.com, ebsqart.com, 

thisiscolossal.comðthese provide current information about exciting exhibitions and up and coming new artists.

ART
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mskaysartworld.weebly.com
booooooom.com
ebsqart.com
thisiscolossal.com


Å When on holiday, explore your surroundings and inquire about the local arts and crafts of the area. Visit

Å museums, take photographs and sketch what you see.

Å Bookshops ðsecond hand charity shops are great for finding interesting and cheap art books.

Å Try out a material/media that you have never used before ðor experiment with how you use the material ð

Å be inventive!

Å Watch relevant television programmes ðThe Culture Show, Channel 4 documentaries, Front Row on Radio 4, Portrait artist of 

the year, Sky Arts, Radio 5live Arts Club with Will Gompertz.

Å Take your camera and sketchbook everywhere!

ART
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BIOLOGY
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Read 

Biological Sciences Review 

New Scientist 

BBC Science Pages www.bbc.co.uk/sciencehttps://tinyurl.com/PGSBH1

Watch

Science & Nature Documentaries Science & Nature Documentaries https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/categories/documentaries-science-and-

nature/featured

TED talks https://www.ted.com/talks?topics%5B%5D=science

Listen

BBC Podcasts https://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/category/scienceandnature

Visit

@Bristol, Natural History Museum, RSPB sites, Arboretums, Think Tank, Big Bang, Science Museums, Zoosé.

Do

Carry out OPAL surveys in the conservation area www.opalexplorenature.org

Volunteer for the local Wildlife Trust https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/closer-to-nature/volunteer

http://www.bbc.co.uk/science
https://tinyurl.com/PGSBH1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/categories/documentaries-science-and-nature/featured
https://www.ted.com/talks?topics%5b%5d=science
https://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/category/scienceandnature
http://www.opalexplorenature.org/
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/closer-to-nature/volunteer


BIOLOGY
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Attend 

Cheltenham Science Festival lectures https://www.cheltenhamfestivals.com/science/

Take part in 

Biology Olympiad (Sixth Form) http://www.ukbiologycompetitions.org/british-biology-olympiad/

Biology Challenge (12-15 years of age) http://www.ukbiologycompetitions.org/biology-challenge/

Essay competitions (details are emailed throughout the year)

OU short courses http://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/free-courses

https://www.cheltenhamfestivals.com/science/
http://www.ukbiologycompetitions.org/british-biology-olympiad/
http://www.ukbiologycompetitions.org/biology-challenge/
http://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/free-courses


BUSINESS 
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Watch The Apprentice, Dragonsõ Den, Inside the Factory

Visit Cadbury World 

BBC Business updates (sent to your phone)

Visit Mini-Oxford plant or JLR factory, Tossed (in London) 

and take a tour online and in real life

Follow on Twitter:

@PatesEconomics

@EvanHD

@Forbes

Listen to The Bottom Line: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0b6pdr6

Steve Jobs (2015 film)

Richard Branson ôFinding my Virginityõ 2017 

autobiography

Watch start-up stories, e.g. ôInnocent drinksõ and ôThe 

Dyson Storyõ on Youtube

Sign up for quizzes on Quizlet e.g. using Colenomics Read ôStart it upõ by Luke Johnson

Play: http://www.thesmallbusinessgame.com/

Manage and run a stall at the Spring Fair or Charity Day

Visit a local business and ask questions about how the 

firm adapts to changing consumer tastes

SuperJamða 14 year old sets up a jam company: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5aYvxUOULY&safe=

true

Business films: The Big Short (2015) ðstock markets

Made in Dagenham (2010) - equality

Passion

Ambition

Vision 

Risk Taker 

Start Up Expansion  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0b6pdr6
http://www.thesmallbusinessgame.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5aYvxUOULY&safe=true


CHEMISTRY
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All Years

Websites

http://www.compoundchem.com/- great source for interesting articles (and printable posters on chemistry).

https://www.youtube.com/user/scishow/videos- American Youtubechannel on science. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8dPuuaLjXtPHzzYuWy6fYEaX9mQQ8oGr- as above but specifically for Chemistry

Interesting Books

Lots available from the School Library. Many by Emsley é

Book Title and Author Comment

Molecules That 

Amaze Us

Paul May

Simon Cotton

Brilliant book about everyday chemicals. Highly recommended (do not buy a copy as it is very expensive ð

luckily we have a copy in the library).

Molecules at an 

Exhibition

John Emsley

Collection of short anecdotes about different substances and their relevance to everyday life and popular 

culture.  Easily accessible, very interesting and well worth a read.  Highly recommended to everyone, whether 

they are a chemist or not.

Vanity, Vitality and 

Virility

John Emsley

Short stories about the chemicals we use in everyday life (e.g. whatõs in cosmetics, dishwasher tablets etc) and 

the truth behind certain chemical scare stories.  Highly recommended to everyone, whether they are a 

chemist or not.

http://www.compoundchem.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/scishow/videos
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8dPuuaLjXtPHzzYuWy6fYEaX9mQQ8oGr


CHEMISTRY
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The Elements of 

Murder

John Emsley

Descriptions of the effects of various poisons along with descriptions of famous criminal cases which featured 

their use.  A very interesting book ðhighly recommended to everyone.

Molecules of 

Murder

John Emsley

The use of various chemicals in famous murders, another very good (if a little macabre) book.

For Y12 and Y13

Websites

For A level study

http://www.chemguide.co.uk/- the best chemistry site on the web for A level.

https://chemrevise.org/revision-guides/- condensed revision notes for AQA A level (very good).

http://www.a-levelchemistry.co.uk/- best site for topic specific questions and answers.

Chemistry review magazine ðin the library, published four times a year and very good.

Cambridge Chemistry Challenge ðpast papers and mark schemes can be found here http://c3l6.com/

Chemistry Olympiad ðpast papers and mark schemes are available from the RSC learn chemistry site. http://www.rsc.org/learn-

chemistry/collections/higher-education/he-resources/teaching-and-learning-chemistry

http://www.chemguide.co.uk/- the best chemistry site on the web for A level

http://www.chemguide.co.uk/
https://chemrevise.org/revision-guides/
http://www.a-levelchemistry.co.uk/
http://c3l6.com/
http://www.rsc.org/learn-chemistry/collections/higher-education/he-resources/teaching-and-learning-chemistry
http://www.chemguide.co.uk/


CHEMISTRY
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Oxbridge

Cambridge ðtests have been introduced for Natural Science at Cambridge.  Specification is here 

http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/publications/nsaa_specification.pdf

For Oxford, students have to sit the TSA S1 ðdetails are on the Oxford University website.

These are books we recommend to those students who want to go beyond what they are taught at A level.  They are also particularly useful texts for 

prospective Oxbridge Natural Scientists and Chemists to read.

Book Title and Author Comment
Why chemical 

reactions happen

James Keeler, Peter 

Wothers

A very good book that can be read by A level students and undergraduates alike.  If you want to know more 

about university Chemistry or are thinking about applying to Oxbridge to read Natural Sciences or Chemistry 

then read this book.

Chemical Structure 

and Reacivity

James Keeler, Peter 

Wothers

The successor to óWhy Chemical Reactions Happenô.  A high level text and expensive ïdo not buy, we have a 

copy in the department 

Oxford Chemistry 

Primers

We have a few Oxford Chemistry Primers in the Library.  They go beyond the A level course and are well worth 

a read.

Chemistry3

Various authors

A bridging text book between A level and undergraduate chemistry. Large and expensive ïwe have a couple of 

copies in the department.

http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/publications/nsaa_specification.pdf


COMPUTING 
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Students are encouraged to ôoutperformõ assessment criteria at all levels in computer science and the expectation is that students will 

always take a ôleap of faithõ during lessons to deepen their learning and understanding of the subject. However, there are extension materials 

available as part of each topic, some engagement tasks couched as competition tasks in the òChallenge Walló in E109.

Other development materials can be found:

Key Stage 4

Hour of Code https://code.org/learn

Lightbot http://lightbot.com/flash.html

NCSC Puzzles https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/information/cyberfirst-puzzle

Bebras http://www.bebras.uk/

GCSE Videos https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8HanK0t4&list=PLCiOXwirraUAvkTPDWeeSqAKty3LAG37-

OCR Online Course https://www.cambridgegcsecomputing.org/

6 A Day Question https://revisecomputerscience.com/extras/six-day-revision-ocr/

https://code.org/learn
http://lightbot.com/flash.html
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/information/cyberfirst-puzzle
http://www.bebras.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8HanK0t4&list=PLCiOXwirraUAvkTPDWeeSqAKty3LAG37-
https://www.cambridgegcsecomputing.org/
https://revisecomputerscience.com/extras/six-day-revision-ocr/


COMPUTING 
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Key Stage 5

Tom Framptonõs Wiki Bookhttps://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/A-level_Computing/OCR

Codeacademy https://www.codecademy.com/

Stackoverflow https://stackoverflow.com/

CyberFirst https://www.cyberfirst.ncsc.gov.uk/

Bebras http://www.bebras.uk/

Revision videos can also be found at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UdHK35N-Kuo&index=1&list=PLCiOXwirraUBj7HtVHfNZsnwjyZQj97da&safe=true

https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/A-level_Computing/OCR
https://www.codecademy.com/
https://stackoverflow.com/
https://www.cyberfirst.ncsc.gov.uk/
http://www.bebras.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UdHK35N-Kuo&index=1&list=PLCiOXwirraUBj7HtVHfNZsnwjyZQj97da&safe=true


DRAMA & THEATRE 
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Go to the theatre as often as possible: The Everyman, The Playhouse, Parabola Arts Centre and Dean Close are all convenient for Cheltenham. 

The Oxford Playhouse often has an excellent programmeof productions, and Warwick Arts Centre is great for unusual plays that other theatres 

cannot afford to risk. The theatres in Bristol, especially the Bristol Old Vic and Tobacco Factory, are outstanding and provide many modern pieces 

and experimental interpretations. The RSC at Stratford is a must.

Å Read the culture sections of newspapers to see in advance whatõs on, and read reviews of plays that might be worth going to see.

Å Listen to Radio 4 and Radio 3 Drama: the plays here can be excellent. Book NT Live and see fabulous productions beamed to your local

cinema.

Å Watch the students and other professional productions in the Drama folder of the T Drive on the VLE. Take part in all the extra-curricular 

plays, shows, evenings, workshops and activities throughout the year.

Å Keep track of some of the following theatre companies and go to see their work whenever you can:

Å Complicite/ Kneehigh / Shared Experience / Frantic Assembly / Cheek by Jowl / Punchdrunk/ Push / Headlong

Å Go to the Globe Theatre in London for a flavourof the origins of modern theatre. 

Å Access the National Theatreõs interactive website- they also run playwriting competitions. Join our participation in the National Theatre 

Connections programme.

Å Read plays by some of the following playwrights:

Å Sophocles / Shakespeare / Chekhov / Miller / Wertenbaker / Churchill / Pinter / Beckett / McDonagh/ Stephenson / Ibsen / Brecht / Teale /

Å Butterworth / Mullarkey/ Ionesco / Hare / Stoppard / Jonson / Marlowe

Å Find out about directors and practitioners in the past, for insight into how theatre continues to change and evolve. Look at Stanislavski / 

Brecht / Boal/ Artaud / Brook / Alfreds/ Grotowski / Fo / Johnstone

Å Research designers like Bunny Christie who employ cutting edge technology to create innovative and exciting stage experiences



DT
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Á Read newspapers and magazines ðespecially the design/innovation section of weekend supplements.

Á There are a large range of magazines, e.g. Ingenia, Design available in both DT and the school library

Á The school library holds a wide range of reference material ðtry doing a search on heritage.

Á A large range of books are also held within DT.

Á Have you looked at the range of exhibition of exemplar material within the DT department?

Á Visit exhibitions, there are plenty on offer in Cheltenham especially the Craftsmanõs Guild which is normally

Á held towards the end of August at Cheltenham College.

Á Use a digital camera to record ideas and examples of both good and bad design.

Á Use remote access at home to use school resources including 2D design software, Google sketch-up etc.

Á Watch design related television programmes. 

Á Charity shops are an excellent resource for affordable books and artefacts.



ECONOMICS 
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A broadsheet newspaper 

Sign up to FT.comfor free using your Pateõs 

email address

The Economist (you can get a one year 

subscription from Pateõs Library for Ã15)

Read: ôFreakonomicsõ by Steven Levitt and 

Stephen J. Dubner.

ôThe Economics Naturalist ðWhy economics 

explains almost everythingõ by Robert H Frank

ôThe Undercover Economistõ by Tim Harford

ô23 Things They Don't Tell You About 

Capitalismõ by Ha-JoonChang

ôHappinessõ by Richard Layard

Find out about theWorldy Philosophers

(Robert Heilbroner)

Try something completely different with:  

Behavioural Economics :

The Upside of Irrationality (Dan Ariely)

Phishing for Phools: The Economics of 

Manipulation and Deception (George Akerlof

and Robert Shiller)

Game Theory:

Art of Strategy (Dixit and Nalebuff) 

Development Economics:

Development as Freedom Amartya Sen

Bad Samaritans by Ha-JoonChang

General advanced:

What Money Can't Buy: The Moral Limits of 

Markets by Michael Sandel

Why Nations Fail: Origins of Power, Prosperity 

and Poverty by Daron Acemogluand James 

Robinson

See the Library for even more theoretical 

reading

Reading 

Start Here  Go Further  Still More?  



ECONOMICS 
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BBC or Channel 4 News

Radio 4 : The Today Programme

Economics at the  Movies

Å Freakonomics

Å The Big Short

Å Boom, Bust, Boom

Å A Beautiful Mind

Å The Iron Lady

Radio 4: More or Less with Tim Harford

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qshd

TED talks: 

http://www.ted.com/topics/economics

Economics at the Movies

Å Rich Hill

Å Margin Call

Å Where to invade next

Å ôThe Pursuit of Happynessõ

The Story of Economics 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00zfk8t

/episodes/guide

Pop-up Economics 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01q1m

bn

@Pates_Economics

@tutor2u_econ

@bankofengland

@freakonomics

@jasonwelker

@diane1859

@NYTimeskrugman

@Nouriel (Nouriel Roubini)

How about some blogs?

www.project-syndicate.org

economistsview.typepad.com

https://www.nytimes.com/column/paul-

krugman

gregmankiw.blogspot.com

https://mainlymacro.blogspot.com

https://bankunderground.co.uk

Join Economics Society

Enter competitions e.g. Student Investor, 

Schoolõs Brightest Business Brain, BASE

Consider an EPQ in an Economics related 

subject

RSA, IEA, FT.com economics essay 

competitions

Target 2.0 at CLC November

LSE Public Lectures:   

www2.lse.ac.uk/publicEvents/eventsHome.

aspx (London)

Start Here  Go Further  Still More?  

Watching 

Following  

Doing   

http://www.ted.com/topics/economics
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00zfk8t/episodes/guide
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01q1mbn
http://twitter.com/tutor2u_econ
https://twitter.com/
http://twitter.com/freakonomics
http://twitter.com/jasonwelker
https://twitter.com/
http://twitter.com/Nouriel
http://www.project-syndicate.org/
economistsview.typepad.com
https://www.nytimes.com/column/paul-krugman
gregmankiw.blogspot.com
https://mainlymacro.blogspot.com/
https://bankunderground.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/RTHORPE/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/45N3EBHJ/www2.lse.ac.uk/publicEvents/eventsHome.aspx%20(London)%20–%20video%20available


ENGLISH 
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Reading for pleasure, attending the theatre, becoming something of a film buff, contemplating the relationship between art and literature: these are all ways in 

which you can demonstrate passion and enthusiasm for English as a subject. Consider some of the following:

READING

Keep pushing yourself to explore new forms and genres of literature. Pick up a poetry collection; explore the short story form; alternate between classic and 

modern novels; try reading some Chaucerian or Old English. Also keep up to date with who is winning various literary prizes suchas The Booker, the Samuel 

Johnson, and the T.S. Eliot poetry prize

WRITING

Many universities offer essay competitions on a variety of subjects so why not give one a go? Or write a critical piece on a text you have enjoyed and send it to 

a literary magazine for publication. Never underestimate how writing creatively can broaden your literary interest: research young writersõ competitions and 

put together an entry.

THEATRE & CINEMA 

Cheltenham is ideally situated to enjoy some of the best professional theatre there is. You have the Everyman of course, but also access to excellent theatres in 

neighbouring towns and cities. Keeping an analytical eye on film is also important, along with using the cinema to access some of the best stage productions 

through National Theatre Live streaming.

HISTORY

Knowing your social, political, religious and economic History will enhance your literary understanding no end: so do some research! Did Shakespeare give 

Richard III a bad press? Was Dickens overly sentimental about the workhouse poor? How did the French revolution influence Romantic poets? It helps to have 

an opinion when you are studying a text.

òToday a reader; tomorrow a leaderó

- Margaret Fuller



ENGLISH 
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FESTIVALS 

Hearing authors talk about their work, or the work of others, can be incredibly illuminating. You are lucky to have the Cheltenham Festival on your doorstep, so 

do use it. The Hay-on-Wye Literary Festival is also well worth a visit.

CULTURAL TOURISM 

Take a trip and broaden your contextual, artistic and literary knowledge simultaneously! You could try:

Å Dove Cottage (Wordsworth) 

Å The Dorset heathland that features so prominently in the works of Thomas Hardy

Å Jane Austenõs Bath perhaps

Å Shakespeareõs Birthplace Trust

Å The Yorkshire moors frequented by the Brontes

Also visit Art galleries when you can: you might look out for exhibitions of William Blakeõs engravings or pre-Raphaelite representations of literary characters.



ENGLISH 
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USING THE LIBRARY

The library is one of our greatest resources at Pateõs. Used to full advantage, it has everything you need to expand your knowledge and broaden your horizons.

Speak to your librarians. There is nothing more helpful than a conversation about Literature or research. If thereõs anything youõre unsure about: ask!

Get involved with the libraryõs reading week (Feb/March)

Criticism and Critical Theory: Reading beyond the text

Connell Guides

Phillip Allan English Review

Emagazine

Questia(online)

Podcasts: itunesU, In Our Time, TedTalksand the University of Oxford are just some providers of free educational audio well worth a listen

Make full use of the library page and all its resources on PLATO

Newspapers - The Daily Telgraph, The Guardian and The i are all available daily in the library: take a moment to read a few articles

ONLINE RESOURCES

The internet can be both a blessing and a curse when studying English. Use it wisely: always check your sources, reference fully and research carefully. Here are some 

recommendations:

www.poetryfoundation.orgðFeatures a learning lab, online magazine and search function for thousands of poets & their work

www.luminarium.orgðAn Encyclopaedia and Anthology of English Literature and Historical Contexts

http://www.poetryfoundation.orgðFeatures a learning lab, online magazine and search function for thousands of poets & their work

www.poetryarchive.orgðExplore the work, lives & musings of thousands of poets. Also includes footage and audio of poets reading

www.bfi.org.ukðDiscover, watch and discuss all aspects of British film & television; includes articles, reviews, news & much more

www.afi.comðMuch as above, but this time all from America. Includes a magazine & plenty of educational resources

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/
http://www.luminarium.org/
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/
http://www.poetryarchive.org/
http://www.bfi.org.uk/
http://www.afi.com/


FRENCH 
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Learning a language is a lot like learning a musical instrumentðthe more you practise, the more concerts you attend, the more music you hear, 

the greater your mastery of that instrument. Language used in the classroom is useful, but there is always so much more that youcanõt learn in a 

single hour! To become fluent in a language, you have to find as many ways as possible to immerse yourself in the language and culture of the 

country (or countries) where it is spoken. The obvious way to do this is to go abroad, taking advantage of school trips and exchanges, but at 

home, you might like to try:

ÅWatching French television: go to www.tf1.fr to access news, sports and cultural programmes

ÅAccess topics, film, literature and more at www.funwithlanguages.vacau.com

ÅôDuolingoõ and other free language-learning Apps on your smartphones

ÅListen to French radio, or download a podcast for the journey to school: www.franceinfo.fr(Podcast)

ÅResearch articles affecting young people at : www.letudiant.fr

ÅRead a daily newspaper via www.lemonde.fror www.lefigaro.fror www.l-actu.fror a more accessible www.monquotidien.fr

ÅListen to French songs to practise your pronunciation at: www.lepointdufle.net/chansons.htmor try www.lyricstraining.com

ÅParticipate in the Oxford essay writing competitions advertised each year

It really doesnõt matter what you read or research, the important thing is to find something that interests you. Aim to show an interest in the 

history, politics and cultural life of the country whose language you are studying. The BFI in London often runs a French cinema week in

the summer, and all of the major London galleries house French artworks drawn from over the last few centuries. Why

not pick an artist, or a film director and research their work, the themes they explore and the impact they had

internationally?

http://www.tf1.fr/
http://www.funwithlanguages.vacau.com/
http://www.franceinfo.fr/
http://www.letudiant.fr/
http://www.lemonde.fr/
http://www.lefigaro.fr/
http://www.l-actu.fr/
http://www.lepointdufle.net/chansons.htm
http://www.lyricstraining.com/


FRENCH 
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The library here in school is home to a vast array of films, amongst others, you might like to consider:

Entre les mursLaurent Cantet UntouchablesOlivier Nakache & Eric Toledano

Les 400 coups François Truffaut Quõest-cequõona fait au bon dieu? Philippe de Chauveron

Les enfantsdu Paradis Marcel Carné Bienvenuechez les ChõtisDanny Boon

Le grand voyage IsmaëlFerroukhi Le Placard Francis Veber

AmélieJean-Pierre Jeunet Au revoir les enfantsLouis Malle

Un long dimanchede fiançaillesJean-Pierre Jeunet

Please ask us for any further recommendations ðwe have plenty in the department! 

You might like to try reading a longer novelðor collection of short stories, look in the library, which has a new collection ofyouth literature, or 

ask in the department for the following books. E-reader owners also have access to many French books for free via amazon.co.uk. French poetry 

is also a rich resource for reading for pleasure!

Un sac de billesJoseph Joffo

Un jeunehome seulRoger Vailland

GerminalEmile Zola

La Place Annie Ernaux

La PesteAlbert Camus



GEOGRAPHY  
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Geography is vitally important for understanding the world around us. Geographers question the world and seek to understand it. No other subject 

at school links so many factors together as one. Geographers learn vital skills like map reading, problem solving, decision making. They learn to link 

scientific factors alongside sociological, psychological and historical reasons for why the world is as it is. Geography is on the news every day, from 

conflict in Syria, to the proposed High Speed rail-link between Birmingham and London, the pressure on resources from water to oil and the impacts 

of global climate changeé the list is endless. To engage and challenge yourself in Geography:

Å Read a good daily newspaper/ news websites ðso much news has a geographical element. Keep a close eye on relevant news stories to become 

an informed, global citizen.

Å Magazines & journals: National Geographic, Geographical, Geography Review, Green Futures, The Economist are all available in the 

library.

Å Have, and dip into, a good atlas at home. Download Google Earth , ideal for widening your geographical horizons. Google Maps is also useful and 

includes the excellent ôStreet Viewõ function alongside new applications such as Geocache and Geoguesser.

Å Use the library ðthere is an extensive Geography section and your teacher will point you towards relevant books in class. There is a wide-ranging 

Sixth Form reading list available to Y12 and Y13 students. It is updated periodically and can be downloaded from the Geography area on PLATO. It 

contains suggestions that are divided into each topic area that you will be studying. 

Å Consider any holiday or visit an informal geographical fieldtrip. Read travel guides before and when you go ðthese will enable you

to enjoy all aspects of your trip e.g. landscape and culture.

Å The Geography section on PLATO gives you access a huge number of Geography resources.



GEOGRAPHY  

Broadening Horizons Years 10 - 13

Å Get blogging! Express your opinions on global or local issues on sites such as the BBC , or the Geography Twitter page @patesgeog

Å Write an EPQ on a geographical theme that you are interested in exploring in greater detail ðit is also an opportunity to investigatea 

geographical area not covered in class. 

Å Enter Geographical competitions - explore the Geographical Association and Royal Geographical Society websites and become a 

Young Geographer and get involved in the poster and essay competitions they run. 

Å Watch geographical and issues-based programmes on TV ðthere are so many, and even dedicated channels on Freeview such as the Discovery 

Channel and National Geographic . Look at TED lectures online for uptodatepresentations and debates on wide ranging issues. 

Å Look into volunteering opportunities with issues based charities, such as the National Trust . Or get involved in Geog Soc in school which can 

involve outreach in local primary schools, helping at Open Evenings, running the Worldwise Geography quiz, mentoring in Geography in school.

Å Consider getting involved in a geographical research project with a trip organised by Earthwatch .



GERMAN 

Broadening Horizons Years 10 - 13

To make real progress in German and become fluent, you need to seize every opportunity to immerse yourself in the culture of thecountries 

where it is spoken. You should try to read and listen to German when you can and find out as much as possible about the history,people, 

geography and culture of German-speaking countries and communities.

Å Listen to the langsamgesprocheneNachrichtenon Deutsche Welle http://www.dw.de/deutsch-lernen/deutsch-aktuell/s-2146 

Å Listen to songs or watch music videos in German. There are some on the German section of Plato or you can try 

http://www.goethe.de/ins/us/saf/prj/sig/mus/enindex.htm

Å Read the latest news at http://www.tivi.de/index.html

Å Watch German television. Try http://mediathek.daserste.de/or http://www.rtl.de/cms/sendungen/tv-videos.html

Å Walter Presents on Channel 4 has several German TV series

Å Read a daily newspaper via http://www.sueddeutsche.de/ or 

Å Keep up to date with current affairs by following the German Embassy or deutschland.deon social media

Å Increase your daily exposure to German by switching the language on your mobile and facebookover to German

Å Go abroad, taking advantage of trips, the German Exchange and the German Work Experience Exchange

Å ôMeet the Germansõ on the Goethe Institut website

Å Improve you grammar with this independent online course http://wgs.mml.cam.ac.uk/learners_zone/independent_learning

http://www.dw.de/deutsch-lernen/deutsch-aktuell/s-2146
http://www.goethe.de/ins/us/saf/prj/sig/mus/enindex.htm
http://www.tivi.de/index.html
http://mediathek.daserste.de/
http://www.rtl.de/cms/sendungen/tv-videos.html
http://www.sueddeutsche.de/
deutschland.de
http://wgs.mml.cam.ac.uk/learners_zone/independent_learning


GERMAN 
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It really doesnõt matter what you read or research, the important thing is to find something that interests you. Why not choose

an artist, author or film director to explore in your own time.

There is a wide selection of German films in the school library. You might like to consider:

Lola renntTom Tykwer

Nirgendwoin Afrika Caroline Link

Sophie SchollMarc Rothemund

Das Lebender AnderenFlorian Henckelvon Donnersmarck

Goodbye LeninWolfgang Becker

Jenseitsder StilleCaroline Link

Willkommenbeiden HartmannsSimon Verhoeven

You might like to try reading a longer novel ðor collection of short stories. A good starting point is to browse the German

language books in the library, or come and see your German teacher for a recommendation.



HISTORY  

Broadening Horizons Years 10 - 13

The school library has an extensive range of books about history - why not do a search on the online heritage section of the library? 

Periodicals : BBC History Magazine and History Today are both high-quality publications with articles covering the full gamut of historical interest from the 

ancient to the present day. Both are available in the school library. Each issue contains wider reading suggestions as well as historical fiction and non-fiction 

book reviews. You can browse recent issues on display in the library and articles are extensively key-worded on the library ICT system. 

TV/Films: Look regularly at TV listings for good quality historical documentaries and films.

A number of good documentary series are available on DVD:

Marrõs History of Modern Britain, Starkeyõs Monarchy, ShamaõsHistory of Britain; Timelines TV: History of Britain (YouTube), Land of the Tsars (Episode 3), 

BBC Russia 1917 countdown to Revolution (2017). Dan Snow Battlefield Britain Armada episode, Timewatch.

Historical films and docudramas can be of dubious accuracy but many give a visual illustration of periods which cannot be rivalled

elsewhere:

Elizabeth The Golden Years, Nicholas and Alexandra (1971), Suffragette(2015).

Websites:

www.kerboodle.com www.spartacus-educational.com

www.activehistory.co.uk www.tudors.org

www.historylearningsite.co.uk www.victorianweb.org

www.johnandclare.net www.tudorhistory.org

http://www.kerboodle.com/
http://www.spartacus-educational.com/
http://www.activehistory.co.uk/
http://www.tudors.org/
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/
http://www.victorianweb.org/
http://www.johnandclare.net/
http://www.tudorhistory.org/


Holiday visits - Museums, e.g.

In the West Midlands: Barber Institute of Fine Arts; Black Country Museum; BlakesleyHall; HarvingtonHall;

Ironbridge Gorge Museums; RAF Museum, Cosford, Shropshire; Selly Manor.

In London and elsewhere: British Museum; Imperial War Museum & Cabinet War Rooms; National Maritime Museum, Greenwich. American 

Museum (Bath); Ashmolean Museum (Oxford); Fitzwilliam Museum (Cambridge); JorvikViking Centre Museum (York); National Museum of 

Scotland (Edinburgh); St Fagans(near Cardiff)

Locally:  The Living Museum in Gloucester, Soldiers of Gloucestershire Museum, Sudleycastle, Newark Park. 

Visit Historical Sites administered by the National Trust (www.nationaltrust.org.uk) and English Heritage

(www.englishȤheritage.org.uk) and Cadw (www.cadw.gov.wales) ðall websites have searchable directories ðand also many great cathedrals 

around the country, e.g. Canterbury, Durham, Ely, Exeter, Hereford, Lincoln, Westminster Abbey, Winchester, Worcester, York Minster. Cities, 

museums, Gloucester Archives and sites of interests in Continental Europe.

Volunteering:

Look into volunteering opportunities with the National Trust and English Heritage (see websites above), as well as at useums.

Cathedral Camps (www.csv.org.uk); spend your holiday working on conservation projects at a historical cathedral.

Archaeology : opportunities offered by the Young Archaeologistsõ Club (www.yacȤuk.org) run by the Council for 

British Archaeology.

HISTORY  

Broadening Horizons Years 10 - 13

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
http://www.english‐heritage.org.uk/
http://www.cadw.gov.wales/
http://www.csv.org.uk/
http://www.yac‐uk.org/


MATHS 

Broadening Horizons Years 10 - 13



MUSIC 

Broadening Horizons Years 10 - 13

Listening

Å Every week choose one unfamiliar piece to listen to under ôGeneral Listeningõ on PLATO.

Å Listen to as much music as possible! Radio 3 and Classic FM are good for familiarising yourself with more classical styles ðcan you learn to recognise the 

characteristics of different eras and composers?

Å Try Radio 6 for different styles of contemporary music and new artists

Å Test yourself on instruments/styles of music on Focus on Sound

Å Attend as many concerts as you can. Cheltenham Town Hall and Pittville Pump Room run regular concerts, as do Tewkesbury

Å and Gloucester Cathedrals and the Stroud Subscription Rooms. Also consider travelling further afield to Birmingham (Symphony Hall and Birmingham 

Conservatoire) and Bristol (ColstonHall).

Å Cheltenham is lucky to host annual Music and Jazz festivals. As well as the concerts, there is a lot of free music to be heard.

Å Take part in Music Society events.

Å Use Citrix to access the software Auraliaat home to practise your aural skills.

Performing:

Å Join a choir, this will improve both you singing and aural skills.

Å Join a band or orchestra, either at school or one in your area run by Gloucestershire music service.

Å If you already play at county level, why not audition for the NCO/NYO or another national ensemble? You will learn so much just from the experience.

Å Practise your sight reading and scales on a daily basis.

Å Take part in Practice-a-thon http://www.clicsargent.org.uk/content/practice-thon

Å Consider auditioning for a music college junior department eg: Birmingham Conservatoire, RWCMD, Royal Academy. 

These are high level Saturday music schools where you can have lessons with teachers there as well as having theory 

and listening lessons. 

http://www.clicsargent.org.uk/content/practice-thon


Å Enter a composition competition ðevery year there is a BBC Proms and Cheltenham Festival one. Look out for emails from Miss Lane.

Å Work to develop your music theory skills. Use the music theory page on the VLE or purchase the ABRSM or Trinity-Guildhall theory workbooks.

Å If your traditional theory skills are already strong, London College of music also do some popular/jazz theory workbooks.

Å Stretch yourself and broaden your skills

Reading and Research

Å Learn to improvise.

Å Choose a composer whose music you like and try to find out more about him/her. Use the school library, ask to borrow some CDs from the 

music department office.

Å Challenge yourself to learn a piece in a different style to that which you are accustomed.

MUSIC 

Broadening Horizons Years 10 - 13

Composing 



PE

Broadening Horizons Years 10 - 13

YOUTUBE:

Musculoskeletal :  

https://youtu.be/C2dTbJDQ3u0

Cardiorespiratory: 

https://youtu.be/TsdnDXF0qes

Aerobic & Anaerobic: 

https://youtu.be/gGbGiqPbmtM

Effects of exercise: 

https://youtu.be/aE8HyN0zJcw

ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY
ACADEMIC JOURNAL:

Strength of skeletal muscle and 

the effects of training 

D A Jones

Department of Medicine, 

University College London

London, UK
*D A Jones 

British Medical Bulletin, Volume 

48, Issue 3, 1 January 1992.

ELITE SPORT:

Consider the Academic PE 

content applied to elite 

rowing:-

https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=bGuTgIfDU_k&safe=true

YOUTUBE:

Classification of skills: 

https://youtu.be/MyJzoXqfVx4

Information processing: 

https://youtu.be/lw-NVYXtsyo

Arousal: 

https://youtu.be/HfQpFhG9nfM

SPORT PSYCHOLOGY
ACADEMIC JOURNAL:

Psychological stress, 

performance, & injury in sport 

L. Hardy

University of Wales

Bangor, Gwynedd.

British Medical Bulletin, Volume 

48, Issue 3, 1 January 1992, 

Pages 615ς629.

ELITE SPORT:

The importance of Sport 

Psychology in Olympic 

Athletes:-

https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=d8DSzLpEru0&safe=true

YOUTUBE:

Lever systems: 

https://youtu.be/d1wS_OlJzmI

Planes of movement: 

https://youtu.be/tgri5TIp6p0

Biomechanical technology:

https://www.youtube.com/watc

h?v=7petHPQOfgU&safe=true

MOVEMENT ANALYSIS

ACADEMIC JOURNAL:

Throwing Biomechanics: 

Aspects of Throwing 

Performance and Shoulder 

Injury Risk

JesperBencke, Rolandvan 

denTillaar, MereteMøller, 

HerbertWagner.

Handball Sports Medicine

ELITE SPORT:

Using Motion Analysis to 

quantify movement patterns 

and improve performance:-

https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=ywt8yluW1nU&safe=true

PE Review Magazine 

(Found in the Library)

BBC Sport Website

UK Sport Research 

http://www.uksport.gov.uk

National Governing 

Bodies

Eg: FA, ECB, LTA, RFU

GCSE and A level PE candidates 

should be using their own time to 

further their knowledge and 

understanding. This can be done 

through academic research, following 

elite sport and developing a broad 

understanding of sporting rules, 

strategies and skills. Academic PE 

candidates will be required to apply 

the concepts of anatomy and 

physiology, movement analysis, 

biomechanics, sport psychology, skill 

acquisition and socio-cultural issues in 

sport and health in order to critically 

analyse the impact these have on 

performance.

Stay current withé..

https://youtu.be/C2dTbJDQ3u0
https://youtu.be/TsdnDXF0qes
https://youtu.be/gGbGiqPbmtM
https://youtu.be/aE8HyN0zJcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGuTgIfDU_k&safe=true
https://youtu.be/MyJzoXqfVx4
https://youtu.be/lw-NVYXtsyo
https://youtu.be/HfQpFhG9nfM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d8DSzLpEru0&safe=true
https://youtu.be/d1wS_OlJzmI
https://youtu.be/tgri5TIp6p0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7petHPQOfgU&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ywt8yluW1nU&safe=true


PE 
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Stay current withé..

BBC BitesizeAQA 

GCSE PE

Teach PE Website

http://www.teachpe.com/

AQA GCSE Specification

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/

physical-

education/gcse/physical-

education-8582

OCR A Level 

Specification

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifica

tions/as-a-level-gce/as-a-level-

gce-physical-education-h155-

h555-from-2016/

Components of fitness underpin sports performance. They are 

measured with fitness tests :-

Components of fitness: https://youtu.be/xkJeE6-lHoQ & 

https://youtu.be/jK725luW9hA

Measuring components: 

Sit and reach: https://youtu.be/S-UWdErmXuk

Illinois agility: https://youtu.be/QEKfx0FHF-w

Stork balance: https://youtu.be/5wnU6HspkqM

Multi stage fitness test: https://youtu.be/Lre_XqTmN0c

Coordination: https://youtu.be/l6FDHTMwmcc

Sit up bleep test: https://youtu.be/nt2wEozVcx4

Vertical jump test: https://youtu.be/oJUHSv20Ayg

Ruler jump test: https://youtu.be/x0JU5p8WBZQ

One rep max test: https://youtu.be/D-WEr2Tktps

30 metre sprint test: https://youtu.be/fkWziiMdIi8

Handgrip dynamometer test: https://youtu.be/vuitc8J_Df4

Principles of training ðFITT: https://youtu.be/nRJUzl7mOfs

Types of training ðgeneral: https://youtu.be/HSUISv5gOA

Plyometric training:  https://youtu.be/kvNG-zMVXnQ ðplyometric

Warm up and cool down: https://youtu.be/zMReVEkdEnI

PHYSICAL TRAINING

Sponsorship and media: 

https://youtu.be/_RjgBky28LA

Drugs:

https://youtu.be/4rUpX3QSPmw& 

https://youtu.be/Ch44xW7-hNM

SOCIO-CULTURAL INFLUENCES

Somatotypes: 

https://youtu.be/X_zCRLiyWWM

Obesity: 

https://youtu.be/ -vNVG7XJpVE

Diet: 

https ://youtu.be/ALY9L0cAtJc & 

https://youtu.be/GN1BzbcTIzE

Diet and energy use: 

https://youtu.be/yqt8aaeHB5k

HEALTH, FITNESS & WELL-BEING

https://youtu.be/xkJeE6-lHoQ
https://youtu.be/jK725luW9hA
https://youtu.be/S-UWdErmXuk
https://youtu.be/QEKfx0FHF-w
https://youtu.be/5wnU6HspkqM
https://youtu.be/Lre_XqTmN0c
https://youtu.be/l6FDHTMwmcc
https://youtu.be/nt2wEozVcx4
https://youtu.be/oJUHSv20Ayg
https://youtu.be/x0JU5p8WBZQ
https://youtu.be/D-WEr2Tktps
https://youtu.be/fkWziiMdIi8
https://youtu.be/vuitc8J_Df4
https://youtu.be/nRJUzl7mOfs
https://youtu.be/HSUISv5gOA
https://youtu.be/kvNG-zMVXnQ%20–%20plyometric
https://youtu.be/zMReVEkdEnI
https://youtu.be/_RjgBky28LA
https://youtu.be/4rUpX3QSPmw
https://youtu.be/Ch44xW7-hNM
https://youtu.be/X_zCRLiyWWM
https://youtu.be/-vNVG7XJpVE
https://youtu.be/ALY9L0cAtJc
https://youtu.be/GN1BzbcTIzE
https://youtu.be/yqt8aaeHB5k


PHILOSOPHY, THEOLOGY AND ETHICS 

Broadening Horizons Years 10 - 13

To get the most out of studying PTE you will need to be willing to look closely at your own beliefs and views about the world, exploring and testing 

the support that you have for these beliefs. So many people go through life believing themselves to be right about the world without giving 

themselves the chance to be proven wrong. Social media today only tells you what you want to hear and never exposes you to dierent points of 

view - just to keep you using their services. You should aim to þnd those who disagree and consider what they say.

The best philosophers show an awareness and good understanding of a wide range of approaches adopted by others. As such, keepinginformed 

with current a airs is vital. Itõs also important to recognise that the attitudes, beliefs and values we discuss are not just topics for the classroom but 

are lived out by people on a daily basis. Listen to the radio, hear and empathise with those who present alternative views, visit places of worship and 

see how real people experience their faith and most importantly, discuss important questions around the dinner table.

Twitter 

Twitter can be an excellent place to listen to what those from varied points of view have to say about world events. As a disclaimer, we 

cannot be held responsible if any of these tweeters say anything objectionable. Here are some suggestions of where to start:

@alaindebotton-Writer and founder of The School of Life

@islamicthinking- Updates on Islamic charities, scripture and 

wisdom for Muslims.

@bhahumanists- The British Humanist Association, a national charity working on behalf of non-religious people who seek to live 

ethical and fulþlling lives on the basis of reason and shared humanity.

@abcjustin- Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby, a voice for Christians wishing to understand how the Christian message þts 

with the world today. He speaks out for change and for reform where he thinks it is necessary.

@microphilosophy- Big thoughts come in small packages, or so Julian Bagginihopes.

@philosophynow- The Twitter account for one of our Journal recommendations.



PHILOSOPHY, THEOLOGY AND ETHICS 

Broadening Horizons Years 10 - 13

@giles_frasher- South London priest and Guardian columnist. Moral Maze panellist and visiting professor at the LSE.

@stephenlaw60 - Philosopher and author. A regular contributor to GCSE and A Level lectures that we visit.

@gdnbelief-The Guardian religious news and comment. Great for picking up on international stories.

@dalailama-The o cial Twitter page of the O ce of His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama. Make sure you get the ocial one, although the Welsh 

Dalai Lama entertains Mrs Smith and Mr Beamish on fairly regular basis.

Journals 

No other school that weõve ever visited has such an incredible selection of journals (academic magazines). You are so lucky to have access to this. 

Use it while you can! At KS4, RS Review is a great choice and it covers issues that are in the GCSE course. Very easy to follow. You could challenge 

yourself with our A-Level journal titled Dialogue. This will cover many of the areas you study in greater detail. For KS5, Dialogue is incredible and is 

reading a few articles on a topic is about ten times more e ective than reading the textbook. Beyond this we also have subscriptions to Philosophy 

Now and Think! Philosophy. The latter is written at University undergraduate standard and tackles some fantastic questions.

Radio

Just listening to the radio will help to keep you up to date on current aairs. We regularly arrive at school having heard something relevant to our 

classes that day on the radio. So put Radio 4 on in the morning on the way to school or on your way home and start to really immerse yourself in 

the unfolding story of our world.  You can also access Radio 4 podcasts and they have some incredible programmes which are right up our alley.

Radio 4 Beyond Belief - A discussion programme that looks at various religious and philosophical questions.

Radio 4 In Our Time - is a must for A-Level students of any subject. It can be Challenging but the quality of the speakers is 

fantastic. Check their back-catalogue online to þnd topics that we study.

Radio 4 The Moral Maze - as the title suggests, this programme tackles tricky moral Issues that we are dealing with in 

society today. It covers a huge range of questions from medical ethics and responses to poverty to artiþcial intelligence and 

whether itõs okay for Trump to say whatever he thinks.



PHYSICS
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KS4 top books to read on Physics (although there are many more in the library):

A Short History of Nearly EverythingBill Bryson

Why the Toast Always Lands Butter Side Down: The Science of Murphy's Law Richard Robinson

Turn Right at OrionMitchell Begdman

Á Consider going on a Smallpiecetrust residential trip http://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/

Á Come along to Science Club at lunchtime

Á Compete in the Physics challenge at GCSE (further info and past papers with answers on the VLE)

Á Subscribe to New Scientist ðSee the library for more details

Á Attend a physics talk at the Cheltenham Science Festival

KS5 top books to read on Physics (although there are many more in the library ðsee physics department for a further reading list):

Relativity: The Special and General TheoryAlbert Einstein

Quantum Theory: A Very Short Introduction John Polkinghorne

The Elegant Universe: Superstrings, Hidden Dimensions, and the Quest for the Ultimate TheoryBrian Greene

12 Books that Changed the WorldMelvyn Bragg



PHYSICS

Broadening Horizons Years 10 - 13

Alsoé.

Å Consider undertaking a HeadstartWork Experience placement http://www.etrust.org.uk/headstart.cfm

Å Have a look at the extensive work experience placement list on the Oxbridge / Physics Degrees section of the physics VLE

Å Consider subscribing to Physics Review ðSee the library for more details

Å Come along to University Physics classes at lunchtime in the Physics department

Å Compete in the Physics Olympiad at either AS or A2 (further info and past papers with answers on the VLE)

Å Ask for a mock university interview with one of the department

Å Consider an EPQ in a physics related area

Å Consider taking on an Open University module in your own time

Å Join Science Committee

Å Use ISAAC Physics (isaacphysics.org)

Å Subscribe to minute physics and Veritassiumon YouTube

Å Follow your favourite physics stars on twitter

http://www.etrust.org.uk/headstart.cfm
isaacphysics.org


POLITICS
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There are numerous sources of broadening your understanding about current politics. Immerse yourself in current affairs!

Print Podcasts/Internet Programmes Blogs

Guardian

Financial Times

Times

Telegraph

The Economist

Private Eye

Spectator

New Statesman

Copies of the main 

daily broadsheets are 

in the school library. 

Journals:

The Economist

Foreign Affairs

Politics Review

Political Insight

The Today Programme Radio 4 

Parliament Explained

Coffee House (Spectator)

Five Thirty Eight

NPR

Foreign Affairs

Monocle

New Statesman

FT Politics

FT World Weekly

LSE Public Events

Guardian Politics

The Anthill

Vox

The World Next Week (Council of Foreign Affairs)

Talking Politics

Page 94 (Private Eye)

The Economist

Week in Westminster

What the Papers Say

Westminster Hour

LSE Politics and Policy

http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/

BBC News 

www.bbc.co.uk/news/

www.washingtonpost.com/politics/

alevelpolitics.com podcasts

http://alevelpolitics.com/category/multimedia/audio/

BBC Radio 4: In our time

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl

The Political Studies Association

www.parliament.uk

https://www.theyworkforyou.com/mps/

The Today Programme ðRadio 4 

The Moral Maze ðRadio 4

Daily Politics, Sunday Politics, This Week  

show (BBC)

Channel 4 News

NewsnightBBC

Pestonon Sunday (ITV)

Andrew Marr show

Question Time (BBC)

LSE

The Conversation

Ox Pol

Nottingham Thinking Politics

Centre on Constitutional Change

Politico

Guido Fawkes

LabourList

LabourUncut

Conservatives.com

LibDems.org

Greenparty.org

Conservative Home

Liberal Voice

The Staggers

Coffee House Blog

Total Politics

Political Scrapbook

Filibuster UK

Adamsmith.org

Demos

Fabian Society

Resbuplica

Tutor2u Politics

A selection of think tanks, or organisations set up to undertake research and influence 

policy.

www.historylearningsite.co.ukScroll down to British Politics. Click on it for a useful list of 

definitions.

http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/
http://alevelpolitics.com/category/multimedia/audio/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl
http://www.parliament.uk/
https://www.theyworkforyou.com/mps/
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/


POLITICS
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/politics-2017.html

Contains the content of the Politics course, specimen exam papers, exemplar answers and mark schemes.

Visits 

Tours to Westminster Parliament

Visits to the European Parliament in Strasbourg and Brussels, Commission in Brussels. ECJ in Luxembourg

Global Politics ðUS

Find out about work experience opportunities with your local MP!

Online resources on the VLE (Plato) Access via ôLibraryõ on home page of PLATO:

Politics Review Online (Philip Allan series) A ômustõ for A Level Politics

QuestiaA huge Arts and Humanities database including not only article, but ebookstoo

History Reference Centre (via EBSCO link)

Political Insight

Issues Online Good for topics related to censorship, crime, human rights, poverty, terrorism

NewsBank(via black ôLibraryõ icon for Glos.Libraries) A archive of national daily newspapers ðvery useful!

The Times Digital Archive 1785 to 1985

The Day News & media database with stories added on a daily basis

Keep up to date: follow us on Twitter at @PatesPolitics

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/politics-2017.html


Further reading for topics surrounding A level psychology:

¶ King ȠƶŴƶƌƶƖ̃ȡRing (Konrad Lorenz)

Lorenzwasa world-renownedscientistof animalbehaviour. Hewasawardedwith the NobelPrizefor MedicineandPsychologyin 1973. Thisbook

detailshisexperiencesandintroducesusto hisanimalworld.

¶ Delusions of Gender (Cordelia Fine)

CordeliaFinedrawson latestresearchin neuroscienceandpsychology. Looksat sexdifferencesandunravelssomeof the evidencebehindclaims

suchasmalebrainsaren'thardwiredfor empathyor femalesfor fixingcars.

¶ Selfish Gene (RichardDawkins)

ThisbookisdescribedasΨŀgeneeyeviewto humanŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΩ.

¶ The Crisis of Psychoanalysis: Essayson Freud, Marx & Social Psychology (ErichFromm)

Adatedbook,Fromm(1970) givesaninterestinginsightinto psychoanalysis,its declineandits possiblerenewal.

¶ Permanent Present Tense: The man with no memory . (SuzanneCorkin)

Thisbooktells the storyof HenryGustaveMolaison, until recently,better knownasH.M. After havingexperimentalpsychosurgeryin anattempt to

relievehisepilepsyH.M wokeup unableto form newmemories. SuzanneCorkinlooksat whathiscasetaughtusabouthumanmemory.

¶ The Better Angels of our Nature (StevenPinker)

HereStevenPinkermixespsychologyandhistoryto lookat violenceandtellshow,despiteits reputation,violencehasactuallybeendecreasing.
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¶ Usesand Abused of Psychology (H. J. Eysenck)

Thisbookattemptsto dispelsomeof the criticismsfacedby psychologyand identify justifiedclaimsby the disciplineandthosethat haveno factual

basis.

¶ The Divided Self (R.D. Laing)

Theattempt within thisbookisto makeΨƳŀŘƴŜǎǎΩunderstandable. Laingexplorescasestudiesof schizophreniato helpaidhiswriting.

¶ Drugs - Without the Hot Air : minimising the harm of legal and illegal drugs (David Nutt)

Nutt exploresdruguseandassessesaddictionalongwith whethersomethinglabelledasΨƭŜƎŀƭΩmeansit is lessharmful.

¶ Blame My Brain : The amazing teenage brain revealed (Nicola Morgan)

An insight into why teenagersbehavethe way they do; it is not them it is their brain! Assesseshow teenagebrainsare evolutionarilyadaptedto

behavein waysthat adultsthinkarestrange.

¶ Forever Today : A true story of lost memory and never ending love (Deborah Wearing)

A true story aboutCliveWearing,an accomplishedmusicianandproducer,who lost the ability for form new long-term memoriesafter encephalitis

(herpesvirusthat cancauseacommoncold-sore)damagedhisbrain.

¶ Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time (Mark Haddon)

Thisbook assesseswhat it might be like to live in the world with thought patternssimilarto an individualwith autism. It is a novel rather than a

factualbook.
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Themysteriousworkingsof the adolescentbrain(SarahJayneBlakemore)

Exploringthe mindof akiller(JimFallon)

Theneweraof positivepsychology(Martin Seligman)

Thepowerof introverts((SusanCane)

Thepsychologyof evil(PhilipZimbardo)

Theoriginsof pleasure(PaulBloom)

Thesiblingbond(JefferyKluger)

The psychology of time (Philip Zimbaro)
Teach girls bravery not perfection(ReshmaSaujani)
The brain-changing effects of exercise(Wendy Suzuki)
Your brain hallucinates your reality (Anil Seth)

¶ Oliver Sacks - @OliverSacks

(Neurologist/Psychologist. Professor of Neurology at New York University School of Medicine)

¶ Mo Costandi- @mocost

(Neuroscientist and writer for the Guardian)

¶ Richard Wiseman -@RichardWiseman

(Professor of Public Understanding of Psychology at University of Hertfordshire)

¶ Peter Lovatt- @DanceDrDance

(Professional dancer turned psychologist at University of Hertfordshire)

¶ Elizabeth Loftus - @eloftus1

(American cognitive psychologist and expert on human memory)

¶ Dorothy Bishop - @deevybee

(Developmental cognitive neuroscientist at Oxford University)

¶ David Nutt - @ProfDavidNutt

(British psychiatrist and neuropsychopharmacologistspecialising in drugs and their effect on our brains)

¶ Steven Pinker - @sapinker

(Canadian-born experimental psychologist, cognitive scientist at Harvard University)

¶ Claudia Hammond - @claudiahammoned

ό../Ωǎ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ ƛƴ residence)Andy Field - @ProfAndyField

(Research methods lecturer at University of Sussex and Professor of Child Psychopathology)


